South Carolina Declaration of Causes of Secession
- December 24, 1860

. And now the State of South Carolina having resumed her separate and equal place among nations, deems
it due to herself, to the remaining United States of America and to the nations of the world, that she should declare
the immediate cause which have led to this act. . . . ’

In 1787, Deputies were appointed by the States to revise the articles of Confederation; and on 17th
September, 1787, these Deputies recommended, for the adoption of the States, the Articles of Union, known as the
Constitution of the United States.

Thus was established, by compact between the States, a Government with defined objects and powers, hmlted
to the express words of the grant. . . . We maintain that in every compact between two or more parties, the
obligation is mutual; that the failure of one of the contracting parties to perform a material part of the agreement,
entirely releases the obligation of the other. . . .

In the present case, that fact is established with certainty. We assert that fourteen of the States have

deliberately refused for years past to fulfill their constitutional obligations, and we refer to their own statutes for the
proof. . .. :

The States of Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, New York,
Pennsylvania, Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Wisconsin and Iowa, have enacted laws which either nullify the acts of
Congress, or render useless any attempt to execute them. . . . Thus the constitutional compact has been deliberately
broken and disregarded by the non-slaveholding States; and the consequence follows that South Carolina - is
released from her obligation. . . .

. Those States have denied the rights of property established in fifteen of the States and recognized by the
Constitution; they have denounced as sinful the institution of Slavery. . . . They have encouraged and assisted
thousands of our slaves to leave their homes; and those who remain, have been incited by emissaries, books, and
pictures, to servile insurrection. . . .

. A geographical line has been drawn across the union, and all the States north of that line have united in
the election of a man to the high office of President of the United States whose opinions and purposes are hostile to
Slavery. He is to be intrusted with the administration of the common Government, because he has declared that
"Government cannot endure permanently half slave, half free,” and that the public mind must rest in the belief that
Slavery is in the course of ultimate extinction. . . .

The guarantees of the Constitution will then no longer exist: the equal rights of the States will be lost. The
Slaveholding States will no longer have the power of self government, or self-protection, and the Federal
Government will have become their enemy. .

We, therefore, the people of South Camlma, by our delegates in Convention assembled, appealing to the
Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, have solemnly declared that the Union heretofore

existing between this State and the other states of North America is dassolved, and that the State of South Carolina
has resumed her position among the nations of the world. .

Questions:
1. How did South Carolina view the United States Constitution? Under what conditions could a state leave the
Union?

2. What accusations did South Carolina make against 14 northern states? What laws was South Carolina
referring to?

3. Name three reasons why South Carolina seceded from the Union.



“ouj “fdouy "y padly Aq 7861 @ 1B4hdoD *Sz-HZ1 ‘(7861 “oup “Jdouy "y pasfly oA
Map) UOUDINISUOIY PUe Iepp [IAID Y 3l Ag [eapiQ ‘uU0SIYJIW ‘W S| :3D4NOS

6€ 199’667 0 €L6'9L 6t v1¥'9LS G
[#4 160°04S 0 18£'66 [44 Uy'699  98puuppaig
6 89G°€91 € LS8°S18 [1% qTy'6L6 se[3noq
- 0Zh'S1 - 9Z¥'08S - 9¥8°G6S uoisnyg
0zl 0IS'8¥T’T € [£9°T/S'T €Ul LST'II8T u[oour]
o3 uonisoddp
0 88€°9C 081 Le'8e8’l 081 GEL'TI8T ujooury
$9J0A $3j0A S2j0A S3J0A $210A $ajoA
04019919 apndog v40133)3 ayndog |v40192]3 apjndog
(S1) SALVLS FAVIS (81) SALV.LS 334 SILVIS 11V
NOILDAT1d 0981 FHL NI ONILOA
) esun jeso0weq SO 10 1S
‘o1@ ‘pajly
‘suinjal ON D ‘abpuupioaig omm cmm m
wowon uosnd,, I .wnmmpnnm
uojuf) [eUCHMISUOD ueoyqndey _EE._
‘ieg ‘ujooupy

<l

|
__.__

i

]

b ANOY T ATOT YNNI

000165
000 ‘8¥8
000°S2€’1
0009981
$JOA
o|ndoy

0981 jo uonoda|y

6€ (uotun ysu0)) |1og §
U (rwaq *og) abpriupyoeig [REES
Al (rwaq roN) so|Bnog I
081 (+dey) ujooury [ ]
$9JOA

|pioyo8|3

Qm&\ %/Q Ss.\,\/uav.\ W




PocciLilitc ofF T inaslnde Blaction to the Presidencv
:’l':"‘, s JEBEE R - . - o7

LA AIVAL BV wasw
Avu‘.; U2 2 ipEn s

The Chaile&ton Mercury
Sept. 1%, /760

The leaders and oracles of the most powerful party in the United States ™
[Republican] have denounced us as tyrants and unprincipled heathens, .
through the civilized world. They have preached it from their pulpits. They
have declared it in the halls of Congress and in their newspapers. In their
schoolhouses they have taught their children (who are to rule this govern- -
ment in the next generation), to look upon the slaveholder as the special . -
disciple of the devil himself. They have published books and pamphlets
in which the institution of slavery is held up to the world as a blot and a .
stain upon the escutcheon of America’s honor as a nation.

They have brought forth an open and avowed enemy to the most cher- .
ished and important institution of the South, as candidate for election to
the Chief Magistracy of this government—the very basis of whose political
principles is an uncompromising hostility to the institution of slavery under
all circumstances. -

They have virtually repealed the Fugitive Slave Law, and declare their
‘determination not to abide by the decision of the Supreme Court guarantee-

ing to us the right to claim our property wherever found in the United
States.

And,mevayconce:vableway,tbewholeNorthanpeople,namass,
hnveshownnmostxmplamblehosﬁhtytomandourmostuaednghts
and this, too, mthout&eshghtestprovocatwnonthepartofd:eSmth.
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Document 3: Southern Editorial on Secession
The Terror of Submission

«1 The first effect of the submission of the South, to the installation of Abolitionists in
the offices of President and Vice President of the United States, must be a powerful
consolidation of strength of the Abolition party at the North. ..

2.To plunder the South for the benefit of the North, by a new Protective Tariff, will be
one of their first measures of Northern sectional dominion. ..

3 Immediate danger will be brought to slavery, in all the Frontier States... The tenure
of slave property will be felt to be weakened: and the slaves will be sent down to the
Cotton States for sale, and the Frontier States enter a policy of making themselves Free
States.

4 The abolitionists will renew their operations upon the South with increased
courage...

7 The submission of the South to the administration of Messrs. LINCOLN and
HAMLIN, must reduce the value of slaves in the South, one hundred dollars each...

9 Before Messrs. LINCOLN and HAMLIN can be installed in Washington, as
President and Vice President of the United States, the Southern States can dissolve
peaceably (we know what we say) their Union with the North...

10.If the South once submits to the rule of the Abolitionists by the General
Government, there is, probably an end of peaceful separation of the Union....

11.The ruin of the South, by the emancipation of her slaves, is not like the ruin of any
other people....It is the loss of liberty, property, home, country — everything that makes
life worth having. And this loss will probably take place under circumstances of
suffering and horror, unsurpassed in the history of nations. We must preserve our liberties

and institutions, under penalties greater than those which impend over any other people in
the world.”

From: The Charleston Mercury, October 11, 1860




