
1950s – a Decade of Conformity and Complacency 

Joseph McCarthy – Enemies Within Speech – February 9, 1945 

The great difference between our western Christian world and the atheistic Communist world is not political, gentlemen, it is 

moral. For instance, the Marxian idea of confiscating the land and factories and running the entire economy as a single 

enterprise is momentous. Likewise, Lenin’s invention of the one-party police state as a way to make Marx’s idea work is 

hardly less momentous. 

The real, basic difference, however, lies in the religion of immoralism . . . invented by Marx, preached feverishly by Lenin, 

and carried to unimaginable extremes by Stalin. This religion of immoralism, if the Red half of the world triumphs—and well it 

may, gentlemen—this religion of immoralism will more deeply wound and damage mankind than any conceivable economic 

or political system. 

Karl Marx dismissed God as a hoax, and Lenin and Stalin have added in clear-cut, unmistakable language their resolve that 

no nation, no people who believe in a god, can exist side by side with their communistic state. 

Today we are engaged in a final, all-out battle between communistic atheism and Christianity. The modern champions of 

communism have selected this as the time, and ladies and gentlemen, the chips are down—they are truly down. 

Ladies and gentlemen, can there be anyone tonight who is so blind as to say that the war is not on? Can there by anyone 

who fails to realize that the Communist world has said the time is now? . . . that this is the time for the show-down between 

the democratic Christian world and the communistic atheistic world? Unless we face this fact, we shall pay the price that 

must be paid by those who wait too long. 

Six years ago, . . . there was within the Soviet orbit, 180,000,000 people. Lined up on the anti-totalitarian side there were in 

the world at that time, roughly 1,625,000,000 people. Today, only six years later, there are 800,000,000 people under the 

absolute domination of Soviet Russia—an increase of over 400 percent. On our side, the figure has shrunk to around 

500,000,000. In other words, in less than six years, the odds have changed from 9 to 1 in our favor to 8 to 5 against us. 

This indicates the swiftness of the tempo of Communist victories and American defeats in the cold war. As one of our 

outstanding historical figures once said, “When a great democracy is destroyed, it will not be from enemies from without, but 

rather because of enemies from within.” . . . 

The reason why we find ourselves in a position of impotency is not because our only powerful potential enemy has sent men 

to invade our shores . . . but rather because of the traitorous actions of those who have been treated so well by this Nation. 

It has not been the less fortunate, or members of minority groups who have been traitorous to this Nation, but rather those 

who have had all the benefits that the wealthiest Nation on earth has had to offer . . . the finest homes, the finest college 

education and the finest jobs in government we can give. 

This is glaringly true in the State Department. There the bright young men who are born with silver spoons in their mouths 

are the ones who have been most traitorous. . . . 

I have here in my hand a list of 205 . . . a list of names that were made known to the Secretary of State as being members 

of the Communist Party and who nevertheless are still working and shaping policy in the State Department. . . . 

As you know, very recently the Secretary of State proclaimed his loyalty to a man guilty of what has always been considered 

as the most abominable of all crimes—being a traitor to the people who gave him a position of great trust—high treason. . . . 

He has lighted the spark which is resulting in a moral uprising and will end only when the whole sorry mess of twisted, 

warped thinkers are swept from the national scene so that we may have a new birth of honesty and decency in government. 

1.  How does McCarthy describe the cold war?  Why do you think he chooses to do so? 
2. According to McCarthy, what factors led to the success of communism in expanding its reach? 
3. Who do you think McCarthy is playing to in this speech?  Why? 



 
 
 


