Lincoln and S‘ﬂvery

Documents
1._Lincoln-Douglas Debate, August 21, 1858

When southern people tell us they are no more responsible for
the origin of slavery, than we; I acknowledge the fact. When it
is said that the institution exists, and that it is very difficult to get
rid of it, in any satisfactory way, | can understand and appreciate
the saying. I surely will not blame them for not doing what |
chould not know how to do myself. If all earthly power were given
me, 1 should not know what to do, as to the existing institution.
My first impulse would be to free all the slaves, and send them
to Liberia,—to their own native land. But a moment’s reflection
would convince me, that whatever of high hope, (as I think there
is) there may be in this, in the long run, its sudden execution is
impossible. If they were all landed there in a day, they would alt
perish in the next ten days; and there are not surplus shipping and
surplus money enough in the world to carry them there in many
‘times ten days. What then? Free them all, and keep them among
'us as underlings? Is it quite certain that this betters their condition?
1 think I would not hold one in slavery, at any rate; yet the pomt
is not clear enough to me to denounce people upon. What next?
Free them, and make them politically and socially, our equals?
My own feelings will not admit of this; nd i mine would, we
well know that those of the great mass of white people will not.
Whether this feeling accords with justice and sound yudgment, 1s
not the sole question, if indeed, it 1s any part of it. A universal
feeling, whether well or ill-founded, can not be safely disregarded.
We can not, then, make them equals. it does seem to me that
systems of gradual emancipation might be adopted; but for their
tardiness in this, I will not undertake to judge our brethren of the
south.

There is no reason in the world why the Negro is not entitled to
all the natural rights enumerated in the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, the right of life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. | hold
that he is as much entitled to these as the white man. I agree with
Judge Douglas that he is not my equal in many respects—certainly
not in color, perhaps not in moral or intellectual endowment. But
in the right to eat the bread, without leave of anybody else, which
his own hand earns, he 1s my equal and the equal of Judge Doug-
las, and the equal of every living man.
As you read the documents, consider the following —
- Lincoln’s view on race and social, political, and economic equality.

Lincoln’s views of the relationship between slavery and the causes and nature of the Civil War

Poes Li.ncgln fit neatly into the anti-slavery movements we discussed in class (gradualist
immediatist, political anti-slavery ’

Did Lincoln’s views on slavery and the war evolve from 1858 t01863? Explain.



2. Address on Colonization to a Committee of Colored Men, August 14, 1862

- Your race are suffering, in my judgment, the
greatest wrong inflicted on any people. But even when you
cease to be slaves, you are yet far removed from being

. placed on an equality with the white race. You are cut off
) from many of the advantages which the other race enjoy.
The aspiration of men is to enjoy equality with the best
when free, but on this broad continent, not a single man of
your race is made the equal of a single man of ours. Go
where you are treated the best, and the ban is still upon

you.

I do not propose to discuss this, but to present it as a
fact with which we have to deal. I cannot alter it if [ would.
It is a fact, about which we all think and feel alike, I and
you. We look to our condition, owing to the existence of
the two races on this continent. I need not recount to you

| the effects upon white men, growing out of the institution of

i Slavery. [ believe in its general evil effects on the white

' race. See our present condition—the country engaged in
warl—our white men cutting one another’s throats, none
knowing how far it will extend; and then consider what we
know to be the truth. But for your race among us there
could not be war, although many men engaged on either
side do not care for you one way or the other. Nevertheless,
I repeat, without the institution of Slavery and the colored
race as a basis, the war could not have an existence.

It is better for us both, therefore, to be separated. |
know that there are free men among you, who even if they
could better their condition are not as much inclined to go
out of the country as those, who being slaves could obtain
their freedom on this condition. I suppose one of the prina-
pal difficulties in the way of colonization is that the free
colored man cannot see that his comfort would be advanced
by it. -

The place I am thinking about having for a colony is m
Central America. It is nearer to us than Liberia—not much
more than one-fourth as far as Liberia, and within seven
days’ run by steamers. Unlike Liberia it is on a great lne
of travel—it is a highway. The country is a very excellent

one for any people, and with great natural resources and

advantages, and especially because of the similarity of ch-
mate with your native land—thus being suited to your physi-
cal condition.
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ABRAHAM LINCOLN
Letter to Horace Greely
- August 22, 1862

Dear Sir. .
I have just read yours of the 19th. addressed to myself through the New York Tribune. If -
there be in it any:statements, or assumptions of fact, which 1 may know to be erroneous, I do
not, now and here} controvert them. If there be in it any inferences which I may believe to be
falsely drawn, I do not now and here, argue against them. If there be perceptible in it an
impatient and dictatorial tone, I waive it in deference to an old friend, whose heart I have
always supposed to be right. |
As to the policy I "seem to be pursuing” as you say, | have not meant to leave any one in
doubt. ‘ . '
1 would save the Union. I would save it the shortest way under the Constitution. The
sooner the national authority can be restored; the nearer the Union will be "the Union as it

was." If there be those would not save the Union unless they could at the same time save

o

slavery, I do not agree with them. If there be those who would not save the Union unless they

- could at the Same time destroy slavery, I do not agree with them. My paramount object in this

struggle is to save the Union, and is not either to save or to destroy slavery. If1 could save the
Union without freeing any slave I would do it, and if I could save it by freeing all the slaves I
would do it; and if I could save it by freeing some and leaving others alone I would also do
that. What I do about slavery, and the colored race, I do because I believe it helps to save the
Union; and what I forbear, 1 forbear because I do not believe it would help to save the Union.
I shall do less whenever I shall believe what I am doing hurts the cause, and I shall do more
whenever 1 shall believe doing more will help the cause. 1 shall try to correct errors when
shown to be errors; and I shall adopt new views so fast as they shall appear to be true views.

I have here stated my purpose according to my view of official duty; and 1 intend no -
modification of my oft-expressed personal wish that all men every- where could be free.
Yours, ' :

Abraham Lincoin

QUESTIONS: : ‘ '
1. What was Lincoln's primary goal in waging war against the Southern states?

2. Under what circumstances would Lincoln seek to abolish slavery? Under what circumstances
would Lincoln keep slavery in place?

L)

Do you think that Lincoln personally wanted to free the slaves? Explain.



Mr. Madden United States History |

THE GETTYSBURG ADDRESS

Abraham Lincoln, November 19, 1863

Fourscore and seven ycars ago our fathers brought forth on this continent a new
nation, conccived in liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all mem are created
cqual. A -

Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation, or any
nation so conceived and so dedicated, can long endure. We are met on a great battlefield
of that war. We have come to dedicate a portion of that field, as a final resting-place for
those who here gave their lives that that nation might live. It is altogether fitting and
proper that we should do this. :

But in a larger sense, we cannot dedicate - we cannot consecrate - we cannot
hallow - this ground. The brave men, living and dead, who struggled here, have
consecrated it, far above our poor power to add or detract. The world will little note, nor
long remember what we say here, but it can never forget what they did here. It is for us
the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who fought here

" have thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task
remaining before us - that from these honored dead we take increased devotiori to that
cause for which they gave the last full measure of devotion - that we here highly. resolve
that these dead shall not have dicd in vain - that this nation, under God, shall have a new
birth of freedom - and that government of the pcople. by the peoplé, for the people, shall
not perish from the earth. :

Questions:

1. What event is Lincoln referring to in the first paragraph? What relationship do you think
Lincoln saw between that event and the Civil War? :

I

Why did L.incoln give this address?

What "unfinished work” do you think Lincoln was referring 1o in the last paragraph?

ud

4. What did Lincoln mean in saying that "this nation. under God. shall have a new birth of
freedom?”

5. Why do you think many people today consider this 1o be the greatest speech in American
histony”?
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