
Franklin Roosevelt, “Fireside Chat”, Dec. 29, 1940. 

…  Never before since Jamestown and Plymouth Rock has our American civilization been in such danger as now. 

For on September 27th, 1940 -- this year -- by an agreement signed in Berlin, three powerful nations, two in 

Europe and one in Asia, joined themselves together in the threat that if the United States of America interfered 

with or blocked the expansion program of these three nations -- a program aimed at world control -- they would 
unite in ultimate action against the United States.  

The Nazi masters of Germany have made it clear that they intend not only to dominate all life and thought in 

their own country, but also to enslave the whole of Europe, and then to use the resources of Europe to 
dominate the rest of the world. . . . 

Some of our people like to believe that wars in Europe and in Asia are of no concern to us. But it is a matter of 

most vital concern to us that European and Asiatic war-makers should not gain control of the oceans which lead 

to this hemisphere.  

Does anyone seriously believe that we need to fear attack anywhere in the Americas while a free Britain 

remains our most powerful naval neighbor in the Atlantic? And does anyone seriously believe, on the other hand, 

that we could rest easy if the Axis powers were our neighbors there? If Great Britain goes down, . . . we should 

enter upon a new and terrible era in which the whole world, our hemisphere included, would be run by threats 

of brute force. And to survive in such a world, we would have to convert ourselves permanently into a 

militaristic power on the basis of war economy.  

It [the Axis] is an unholy alliance of power to dominate and to enslave the human race.  

The British people and their allies today are conducting an active war against this unholy alliance. Our own 

future security is greatly dependent on the outcome of that fight. . . 

The people of Europe who are defending themselves do not ask us to do their fighting. They ask us for the 

implements of war, the planes, the tanks, the guns, the freighters which will enable them to fight for their 

liberty and for our security. Emphatically, we must get these weapons to them, get them to them in sufficient 

volume and quickly enough so that we and our children will be saved the agony and suffering of war which 
others have had to endure.  

Democracy's fight against world conquest is being greatly aided, and must be more greatly aided, by the 

rearmament of the United States and by sending every ounce and every ton of munitions and supplies that we 

can possibly spare to help the defenders who are in the front lines.  

This nation is making a great effort to produce everything that is necessary in this emergency, and with all 
possible speed. And this great effort requires great sacrifice.  

Manufacturers of watches, of farm implements, and cash registers and automobiles, and sewing machines and 

lawn mowers and locomotives, are now making fuses and bomb packing crates and telescope mounts and shells 
and pistols and tanks.  

But all of our present efforts are not enough. We must have more ships, more guns, more planes -- more of 
everything. . . . 

We must be the great arsenal of democracy.  

For us this is an emergency as serious as war itself. We must apply ourselves to our task with the same 

resolution, the same sense of urgency, the same spirit of patriotism and sacrifice as we would show were we at 
war.  

1.  What actions did FDR believe the United States ought to take in relation to the War in Europe in late 1940?  How did the United States 

carry out this policy in 1941? 

2. How does FDR attempt to preempt the arguments offered by the America First Committee 



 


