
Franklin Roosevelt – First Inaugural Address, March 4, 1932 
 
So, first of all, let me assert my firm belief that the only thing we have to fear is fear itself—nameless, unreasoning, 
unjustified terror which paralyzes needed efforts to convert retreat into advance.  

 

The government should assume the function of economic regulation only as a last resort, to be tried only when private 
intiative, inspired by high responsibility, with such assistance and balance as government can give, has finally failed. 
   
This Nation asks for action, and action now. 

 

 

  Our greatest primary task is to put people to work. This is no unsolvable problem if we face it wisely and courageously. 
It can be accomplished in part by direct recruiting by the Government itself, treating the task as we would treat the 
emergency of a war, but at the same time, through this employment, accomplishing greatly needed projects to 
stimulate and reorganize the use of our natural resources. 

 

  
  Action in this image and to this end is feasible under the form of government which we have inherited from our 
ancestors. Our Constitution is so simple and practical that it is possible always to meet extraordinary needs by changes 
in emphasis and arrangement without loss of essential form.  

 

  
  But in the event that the Congress shall fail to take [action], and in the event that the national emergency is still 
critical, I shall not evade the clear course of duty that will then confront me. I shall ask the Congress for the one 
remaining instrument to meet the crisis—broad Executive power to wage a war against the emergency, as great as the 
power that would be given to me if we were in fact invaded by a foreign foe. 

 

  We do not distrust the future of essential democracy. The people of the United States have not failed. In their need 
they have registered a mandate that they want direct, vigorous action. They have asked for discipline and direction 
under leadership. They have made me the present instrument of their wishes. In the spirit of the gift I take it. 

 

1.  How different was Roosevelt’s approach to dealing with the depression from Hoover’s? 
2. What were Roosevelt’s views of governmental power?  Presidential power? 
3. Did Roosevelt believe the American system of government was capable of addressing the problems brought on 

by the government?  If so, how? 


