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?{fnous book, The Souls of Black Folks, written in 1903, Negro
Dr;» William E. B. Du Bois answered Booker T. Washington.]

in the history of nearly all other races and peoples the doc-
ched . . . has been that manly self-respect is worth more
ds and houses, and that a people who voluntarily surrender
ect, or cease striving for it, are not worth civilizing.

answer to this, it has been claimed that the Negro can sur-
ly through submission. Mr. Washington distinctly asks that
eople give up, at least for the present, three things,— '

rst, political power, _
- Second, insistence on civil rights,
Third, higher education of Negro youth,—

_concentrate all their energies on industrial education, the accu-
ion of wealth, and the conciliation of the South. . . . Asa re-

se years [since Booker T. Washington’s Atlanta speech] there
e occurred:

--1. The disfranchisement of the Negro.

2. The legal creation of a distinct status of civil inferiority.
3. The steady withdrawal of aid from institutions for the
her training of the Negro.

These movements are not, to be sure, direct results of M.
Washington’s teachings; but his propaganda has, without a shadow
of doubt, helped their speedier accomplishment. . . .

[Negroes] do not expect that the free right to vote, to enjoy
civic rights, and to be educated, will come in a moment; they do not
expect to see the bias and prejudices of years disappear at the blast of
a trumpet; but they are absolutely certain that the way for a people to
gain their reasonable rights is not by voluntarily throwing them
away and insisting that they do not want them; that the way for a
people to gain respect is not by continually belittling and ridiculing
themselves; that on the contrary, Negroes.must insist continually, in
season and out of season, that voting is necessary to proper manhood,
that color discrimination is barbarism, and that black boys need edu-
cation as well as white boys. . . .

So far as Mr. Washington preaches Thrift, Patience, and In-
dustrial Training for the masses, we must hold up his hands and
strive with him. . . . But so far as Mr. Washington apologizes for
injustice, North or South, does not rightly value the privilege and
duty of voting, belittles the emasculating effects of caste distinctions,
and opposes the higher training and ambition of our brighter minds
— ... we must unceasingly and firmly oppose them. By every
civilized and peaceful method we must strive for the rights which
the world accords to men, clinging unwaveringly to those great
words which the sons of the [Founding] Fathers would fain forget:
“We hold these truths to be self-evident: That all men are created
equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalien-
able rights; that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of hap-
piness.”

- of this tender of the palm-branch, what has been the return? In o



