
DBQ  - American Home Front during World War II 

Analyze the social and economic impact of World War II on the American home front.  Evaluate the extent to which the 
war had a positive or negative impact on various groups and society as a whole. 

Document 1 – Cartoon, 1943. 

 

 

 



Document 2 – Civil Rights Activist A. Philip Randolph, 1941 

We call upon you to fight for jobs in National Defense. We call upon you to struggle for the integration of 
Negroes in the armed forces. . . .We call upon you to demonstrate for the abolition of Jim-Crowism in all 
Government departments and defense employment. 

This is an hour of crisis. It is a crisis of democracy. It is a crisis of minority groups. It is a crisis of Negro 
Americans. What is this crisis? 

To American Negroes, it is the denial of jobs in Government defense projects. It is racial discrimination in 
Government departments. It is widespread Jim-Crowism in the armed forces of the Nation. 

With faith and confidence of the Negro people in their own power for self-liberation, Negroes can break down 
that barriers of discrimination against employment in National Defense. Negroes can kill the deadly serpent of 
race hatred in the Army, Navy, Air and Marine Corps, and smash through and blast the Government, business 
and labor-union red tape to win the right to equal opportunity in vocational training and re-training in defense 
employment. 

Most important and vital of all, Negroes, by the mobilization and coordination of their mass power, can cause 
PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT TO ISSUE AN EXECUTIVE ORDER ABOLISHING DISCRIMINATIONS IN ALL 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT, ARMY, NAVY, AIR CORPS AND NATIONAL DEFENSE JOBS. 

 

 

Document 3 – Top Income Tax Rates – 1910-2010 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Document 4 – Gasoline Coupon issued by the US Office of Price Administration 

 

 

Document 5 – Unemployment Rates and the National Debt 

Unemployment rate – 1910-1965 

 

 

Document 6 – Supreme Court Opinion in the case Korematsu v. United States (1944) 

. . . Korematsu was not excluded from the Military Area because of hostility to him or his race. He was excluded because we are 

at war with the Japanese Empire, because the properly constituted military authorities feared an invasion of our West Coast and 

felt constrained to take proper security measures, because they decided that the military urgency of the situation demanded that 

all citizens of Japanese ancestry be segregated from the West Coast temporarily, and finally, because Congress, reposing its 

confidence in this time of war in our military leaders — as inevitably it must — determined that they should have the power to 

do just this. There was evidence of disloyalty on the part of some, the military authorities considered that the need for action 

was great, and time was short. We cannot — by availing ourselves of the calm perspective of hindsight — now say that at that 

time these actions were unjustified. 

 

END OF DOCUMENTS 

National Debt – 1910-1960 


