ADVERTISEMENT

To all Trades-men, Husbandmen, Sevvants and others who are willing to Transport
themselves unto the Province of New East Jersy in America, a great part of which
belongs to Scots-men, Proprietors thereof.

Whereas several Noblemen, Gentlemen, and others, who (by Rights derived from His Majesty,
and His Royal Highness) are interested and concerned in the Province of New-east Jersie, lying in
the midst of the English Plantations in America, do intend to send several ships thither, in May,
June, and July 1684 from Leith, Munross, Aberdeen and Glasgow. These are to give notice to all
Tradesmen, Husbandmen and others, who are willing and desirous to go there, and are able to
Transport themselves and Families thither, upon their own Cost and Charges, to a pleasant and
profitable Countrey, where they might live in great Plenty and Pleasure, upon far less Stock and
much less labour and trouble then in Scotland, that as soon as they arrive there, they shall have
considerable quantities of Land, set out to themselves and their heirs forever, for which they shall
pay nothing for the first four or five years, and afterwards pay only a small Rent yearly to the
Owners and Proprietors thereof, according as they can agree. And all Tradesmen, Servants, and
others, such as Wrights, Coopers, Smiths, Masons, Millers, Shoe-makers, etc. who are willing to
go there, and are not able to Transport themselves, that they shall be carried over free, and well
maintained in Meat and Clothes, the first four years, only for their service, and thereafter they
shall have considerable quantitites of Land, set out to themselves and their heirs forever, upon
which they may live at the rate of Gentlemen all their lives, and their Children after them. Their
ordinary Service will be cutting down of Wood with Axes, and other easie Husband-Work, there
being plenty of Oxen and Horses for Plowing and Harrowing, etc. Let therefore all Tradesmen,
Husband-men, Servants, and others who incline to go thither and desire further Information
herein, repair themselves to any of the Persons underwritten, who will gully inform them anent
the Country, and every other thing necessary, and will answer and satisfie their Scruples and
Objections, and give them all other encouragements according their several abilities and
capacities.

1. Who do you think issued this advertisement? Why?

2. How does the ad attempt to make “New East Jersy” appealing to prospective settlers? Do you
think the ad is accurate? Explain.

3. Do you think this ad is appealing to people of means or poor people or both? Explain.

4. The ad mentions that land would be “set out to themselves and their heirs forever.” What does
this mean? Who in British society would have found this appealing? Explain.
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